One Happy Family News July 2018
“Keep moving, guys!”
(Layth, Coach of the OHF Soccer team)

Situation on Lesvos
Unfortunately, there are not many changes of the
situation on the island.
Currently around 9300 refugees reside on the
island of Lesvos. More than 7200 of them in
Moria. 22 % of them are women, 31 % are
children of whom 7 out of 10 are younger than 12
years old.
Return to Moria
The Kurdish people who left Moria after the
fights (cf. Newsletter of last month) were
pressured by the Greek Asylum Services to return
to Moria. They’ve been told, that their asylum
procedures may not be continued if they don’t
return. Nevertheless, the Kurdish community still
preferred to stay in the emergency shelters:
Pikpa Camp and Humans4Humanity Community
Centre. Both NGO’s have also received pressure
from the Asylum Office and the municipality, to

help assist in the voluntary return of the Kurdish
community back to Moria. Currently, there are
currently still around 150 people residing at
Humans4Humanity and around 30 at Pikpa.
Announced closure of Pikpa
'The decision to close Pikpa camp is considered
as a political move by certain actors who are
opposing the model of solidarity that Pikpa camp
represents.'
Find more information here: http://bit.ly/2tSSf3T

News from the Community
Center
Celebration of Eid
Due to the extremely tense situation on the
Island, we decided to cancel our Iftar
celebrations for one week during Ramadan. We
were very happy that we were able to hold the
last Ramadan dinner, and to also celebrate Eid
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during the day for everyone. It was a beautiful
and peaceful ending of the month of Ramadan.

World Cup @ OHF
Its football time all over the world, as well as on
Lesvos!
Our visitors are loving to watch the games
together, cheer for different teams and celebrate
together. We’re glad to be able to provide these
90 minutes of plunging into another world (see
the head picture, by Jojo Schulmeister).
First official soccer game

Youth Club
We are in the early stages of setting up a youth
club within our community centre. Our teenage
visitors can practise conversation, participate in
workshops like a Stop-Motion workshop by
YouthUnMuted. Many other workshops are lined
up. Find out on page 18 of this amazing
YouthUnMuted magazine:
https://adobe.ly/2yY4cuR

The OHF-football team had its first official game.
Under their coach Laith they were 100%
motivated and ready to play. Unfortunately, the
team lost, but they’re happy to continue the
training to be even more prepared for the next
games. Donations for soccer training materials
are more than welcome!

Picture of the Month:
The adult school at OHF

Shade-places

Classes during the day

We have been working to install all kinds of
shade areas around OHF. The most popular new
space, is behind the old boutique looking over the
sea. During the day people can enjoy their tea
now under the sun deck. The space will also be
used as the new Shisha Lounge

We run English and Greek classes from Monday
to Friday. English classes are taught in different
languages: Arabic, Farsi and French. The
teachers come from the communities. We’re
supporting them wherever needed and jump in to
teach a class, but we’re lucky enough to have
highly motivated and responsible teachers. The
classes always have been divided into two levels.
Recently, we’ve added a level 3 class, which is
held with mixed language background: their
focus is conversation and grammar.
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Classes in the evening
In the evening we do English classes for our
helpers, that are also divided into three levels.
The helpers could join the courses during the
day, however they don’t like missing out on their
work! So many of the helpers prefer the class in
the evening.
Non-formal education is very needed on the
island, not only for children. It helps to have an
aim for the day and a schedule to follow. This is
why we try to keep the Adult school running. We
would be grateful for any financial support for
this project. The funds will mainly be used for
bus tickets for the students to get to and from
classes, and to buy new material.

About the influence One
Happy Family has on
people…
“This month I met one of our biggest
troublemakers at OHF for the first time after he
left our Community Centre. What an exceptional
experience you’ll probably think… But this little
troublemaker is one of his kind. This Little Man
has grown up with no parents and has minimal
support from his Guardians on the Island.
This little beautiful soul came across half of the
world from Angola to Lesvos. He’s fought with
every single person he met, worked against every
kind of help and support, threw stones on other
kids, shouted as loud as he could, would
disappear regularly and hide in the bushes,
would spit in my coke, steal everything he could
reach and disturb the other children in his class
every day. Half a year ago we were at the end of
our knowledge what to do with this little
troublemaker. Nothing worked, nothing helped
with his behaviour.

With the help of a social worker, in cooperation
with the school in OHF, a lot of energy and a
tonne of patience and sweat this intelligent boy
has amazingly integrated into a local school and
the Mytilini Community. His behaviour has done a
180 degrees turnaround! Now he speaks ﬂuently
Greek, knows the entire city and has a lot of
friends. He is well respected and has always
good and constructive ideas, he is a great
fisherman and always has an idea how to catch
the most crabs from the sea. I met him lately at
the city beach and accompanied him to a school
celebration. His friends were running towards
him and in a second he disappeared in a crowd of
laughing and running kids. He is finally very loved
and in a safe and appropriate environment.
I was very happy to see those changes as a result
of the support, patience and inﬂuence One Happy
Family has on people.”
by Julia
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